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The Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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The Memorial of Our Lady of Lourdes 
Saturday, February 11th, 2023 



Monday — Friday 
9:00AM — 12:30PM / 1:30PM — 8:00PM 

 

                  Saturday                      Sunday      
9:00AM — 4:00PM             Office is Closed 

Saturdays from 4:00PM to 4:45PM generally 
available in English, Spanish and Italian languages. 
Appointments outside this time can be made by 
contacting the Rectory Office. 

Miraculous Medal Novena 
This Novena is celebrated on Mondays after the 
9:00AM Mass with the recitation of the Holy Rosary, 
and at 5:00PM with the Rosary and Evening Prayer. 
 

Weekday Eucharistic Adoration 
The Blessed Sacrament is exposed for adoration from 
the end of the 7:00AM Mass to before the start of the 
9:00AM Mass every weekday and Saturdays. The 
Holy Rosary is recited beginning at 8:20AM, and 
Morning Prayer is celebrated at 8:45AM. 
 

First Friday Devotion 
Every first Friday of the month, the Blessed Sacrament 
is exposed from after the 9:00AM Mass through the 
Parish Holy Hour from 7:00PM to 8:00PM. 

 
First Saturday Devotion 

This devotion includes the recitation of the Holy 
Rosary at 8:30AM, the celebration of Morning Prayer 
at 8:45AM, and the celebration of Mass in honor of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary at 9:00AM with the 
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick every First 
Saturday of the month. 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
PARISH DIRECTORY 

Sunday 
          7:00AM — Mass (No Music) 
          8:00AM — Italian Mass/Italiano * 
          9:00AM — Family Mass (CCD Children) * 
        10:30AM — Solemn Mass (Music and Choir) 
        12:00PM — Spanish Mass/Español * 
          1:30PM — Mass (Contemporary Music) 

Monday to Friday 
 7:00AM & 9:00AM 
 
Saturday 

 7:00AM — Weekday Mass 
 9:00AM — Weekday Mass 
 5:00PM — Sunday Vigil Mass * 

 
 

* Also Streamed on Facebook & Website 

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE 

Baptisms 
For Baptisms of infants and children, please contact 
the Rectory Office to make an appointment to meet 
with a Priest. 

 

CCD (Religious Education) & RCIA 
Please contact the Religious Education Office for 
more information regarding children receiving the 
Sacraments of First Communion and Confirmation. 
Adults interested in receiving the Sacraments of 
Initiation should contact the Rectory Office. 

 

Sick Calls & Sacrament Visits 
Please contact the Rectory Office at any time. Only 
use the Emergency Number for cases of Extreme 
Unction (Last Rites). 

 

Holy Matrimony (Marriages) 
Please make an appointment to meet with a Priest at 
least six (6) months before the desired wedding date. 
Please check with the Church before contacting the 
Catering Hall. 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Academy 
 Br. Joseph Rocco, sc, Ed.D., Principal 
 718-728-1969 - www.iccaastoria.org 
Religious Education (CCD) Office 

 Mrs. Marylyn Crum, Director 
 718-956-4494 - mcrum@immacastoria.org 
Youth Ministry of Immac. (YMI) 

 Rev. Liju Augustine, CMI, Director 
 Ms. Angelica Flores, Coordinator 
 718-728-1613 ext. 218 - 
 YMI.ICAstoria@gmail.com 

Rev. Msgr. Fernando Ferrarese....…….….Pastor 
Rev. Liju Augustine, CMI…….........Parochial Vicar 
Rev. James Hughes……………..……….Parochial Vicar 
Dcn. Francisco Hernandez 
Dcn. Elkin Tamayo 

 
In Residence: 
Rev. Msgr. Vincent Fullam 
Rev. Michael McGee 

PARISH DEVOTIONS OTHER SACRAMENTS 

CONFESSIONS RECTORY OFFICE HOURS 

CLERGY 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Daily 
6:00AM — 6:00PM 

CHURCH HOURS OF OPERATION 



Jesus is My Savior 
 
 In a recent film version of the Superman series, there was a scene where Clark Kent (who you might remember is the 
undercover Superman) in speaking to the independent female reporter named Lois Lane suggested that maybe someday 
Superman will become her savior. She quickly fires back: “I don’t need a savior!” This remark came from a mentality and 
attitude born from a feminist critique of the excuses women use to avoid helping themselves instead of relying on men. 
But the remark was strangely puzzling to me. It struck a chord in my theological understanding. We call Jesus our Savior 
and our Redeemer. Lois Lane’s disdain for this passive, helpless way of understanding her role in life made me think of 
modern man’s preference for self-reliance as a mode of active being. To be passive is generally regarded in our modern way 
of looking at things as to be tantamount to being a victim. Nobody wants to wait for a savior to get them out of 
difficulties. This led me to ask whether Jesus has lost his Redeemer and Savior status in our faith because we think we can 
do it all by ourselves. 
 Why do we need a savior if we seem to be able to solve our own problems? Why can’t we extend this to the spiritual 
and religious sphere? 
 This actually became a heresy in the early church. It was called Pelagianism. St. Augustine fought tooth and nail 
against this. The Pelagians said that we don’t need Christ since we have all the God-given capacities and virtues to be able 
to live our own life and solve our own problems. 
 Augustine kept pounding away at this understanding since it undercut the need for Christ in our lives. This heresy has 
come back again and again in our history. Today, we are awash in hundreds of self-help books that purport to give us the 
tools to better our own lives. Do we need a savior? 
 This brings up another question: what are we being saved from? 
 In previous generations, that answer was very simple: hell. Jesus saves us from hell through His gratuitous grace which 
pardons our sinfulness. Theology in the modern world has, unfortunately or fortunately, thrown out hell. In the 
contemporary way of thinking, we are all going to heaven since God is love. So why worry, and what is this Jesus for 
anyway? Better to believe in an all-powerful genderless spirit or, better yet, just believe in yourself! And so, out goes the 
need for Jesus except as a benevolent non-violent teacher like Gandhi or the Buddha! 
 But this is not Christianity. Building on the foundation of the call of the Chosen People, Christians believe that God 
created the world and human beings as good. But humankind freely and tragically chose to follow their own plans and 
ruptured the deeply beneficial plan of God. We chose the evil path. That path ends in mutual destruction both in this life 
and in the life to come. The stakes are high, and humankind simply does not have the resources to save itself from this 
horrible landslide of evil. We need a savior who is divine yet one of us as well. This is Jesus our Savior and Lord and 
Redeemer. Son of God and Son of Mary. 
 This presupposes that we believe that destruction is possible. That is a no-brainer when we think about the destructive 
realities in our world—just look at the newspapers! But what about hell? Hell is seen as something willed by God. Why 
would God do that? He is love, or so the Scriptures say! This is a great and important question. 
 Hell is a necessity once you give human beings freedom. There has to be an alternative to life with God. People have to 
be free to choose life without God. We do that by our refusal to make the decision to believe in Him and His Torah, His 
Gospel, His Teaching. We choose against God when we hurt others (sometimes by just refusing to help the millions who 
suffer each day due to our callous neglect). If you do it to the least of my brethren, you did it to me. So, in justice and in 
respect to our freedom there must be an alternative to Heaven. That place or state is hell. Now we have to be careful and 
not identify hell with the torture chambers of the imaginations of artists and mystics: To be without God is indeed 
horrible and the worst that can happen to us. So, the artists talk about flames and agony. When I think of hell, I think of a 
waiting room filled with obnoxious and self-centered people—a no man’s land of emptiness and lack of love or 
appreciation or care. To be there forever waiting for nothing that will ever come. This is what we choose when we refuse 
the love of God. While God, still merciful, does not annihilate us out of existence, He gives us what we ask for: a world 
without love. God is not only Love but God is Justice—giving us what we ask for. 
 Jesus is our Savior from this world, but we have to choose Him and make Him Lord and Redeemer of my life with all 
the rules and regulations that this implies. To refuse is to choose that eternal waiting room called hell. 

exäA `ÉÇá|zÇÉÜ YxÜÇtÇwÉ YxÜÜtÜxáx 



MEMORIALS 
 
THE GIFTS OF BREAD & WINE are 
donated this week in loving memory of Elio Di 
Monte, requested by his Wife and Children. 
 
THE ALTAR CANDLES are donated this 
week in loving memory of Elio Di Monte, 
requested by his Family. 
 
THE FIRST SANCTUARY LAMP is donated 
this week in loving memory of Paul Henfield, 
requested by the Gualtieri Family. 
 
THE SECOND SANCTUARY LAMP is 
donated this week in loving memory of Cecilia 
Van Horn, requested by the Crum Family. 
 

THE 6TH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

SATURDAY   February 11 — Sunday Vigil 
5:00PM Charlie Mifsud 
 
SUNDAY   February 12 
7:00AM The People of the Parish (Pro Populo) 
8:00AM Italian: Per le Intenzioni del Celebrante 
9:00AM Gizella & Ignatz Cseri 
10:30AM Peter Jackson & Family 
12:00PM Spanish: Maria Lucero; Por la salud de 

Pilar Veliz; George Barakos   
1:30PM Emily Ost 
 

THE 5TH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

SATURDAY   February 4 — Sunday Vigil 
5:00PM Inez Ortiz 
 
SUNDAY   February 5 
7:00AM The People of the Parish (Pro Populo) 
8:00AM Italian: Maria & Carmine Esposito 
9:00AM John Porcari, Jr. 
10:30AM Albert J. Anderson (Birth. Rem.) 
12:00PM Spanish: Luis Posada & Maria Gerarda 

Cruz; Zelia Conceicao (1st. Anniv.); Por 
la salud de Pilar Veliz; Grace Barakos 

1:30PM Indalecio Babio (Anniv.) & Domingo 
Babio 

 
 
 
MONDAY    February 6 

St. Paul Miki and Companions 
7:00AM Mary Stottsat 
9:00AM Celedonio & Dr. John Gonzalez 
 
 
TUESDAY   February 7 
7:00AM Giovanni Veneziano 
9:00AM Eva Bonilla & Arturo Herrera 
 
 
WEDNESDAY  February 8 

St. Jerome Emiliani  †  St. Josephine Bakhita 
7:00AM Engelbert Weinhofer 
9:00AM Michael San Filippo 
 
 
THURSDAY   February 9 
7:00AM Tony Cie & Ted Cie 
9:00AM Anthony Mulé 
 
 
FRIDAY    February 10 

St. Scholastica 
7:00AM John Shelley 
9:00AM Joseph Schlosser 
 
 
SATURDAY   February 11 

Our Lady of Lourdes 
7:00AM The Souls in the Purgatorial Society  
9:00AM Rocco & Teresa Dimilta 

Please pray for all the faithful departed, especially… 
 

Filiberto Gavino 
 

Grant them eternal rest, O Lord, and may perpetual 
light shine upon them. May they rest in Peace. Amen. 



CONGRATULATIONS! 
This past weekend January 28th, 
2023 Fr. Liju Augustine Baptized 
into our parish family: 
 

Renzo Antonino Ginestri 
 
We pray that God will bestow many 
Blessings on these families as they 
continue to grow in their faith! 

OUR LADY’S PRESCHOOL PROGRAM 
Our Parish offers a program for preschool age children 
that builds on the foundation provided at home. Our 
Lady’s Preschool helps children grow in their 
understanding and appreciation of our faith and 
develop a personal relationship with Jesus. The 
preschool plan aims to help young children establish a 
Gospel foundation for a lifetime of discipleship, with 
plenty of fun activities included, such as arts and crafts! 
Classes are held on Sundays from 9AM to 10AM. 
This year, the program will run from February to May. 
We hope you consider enrolling your child in our 
program! Please contact Mrs. Marylyn Crum at 718-956
-4494 or mcrum@immacastoria.org for more details! 

Each year over 2 million people make their way through the 
mountainous country of southeastern France to Lourdes. 
They come seeking cures, hoping to find answers, believing, 
and praying. At Lourdes, people recall the Lady dressed in 
white, with a blue sash, yellow roses at her feet, and a Rosary 
on her arm—the Blessed Virgin Mary. On February 11, 1858, 
Mary appeared to 14-year-old Bernadette Soubirous. This 
was the first of 18 visits, many of them with 20,000 people 
present. When Bernadette asked the Lady’s identity, she 
replied, “I am the Immaculate Conception.” Just four years 
earlier, the pope had proclaimed it a dogma that Mary was 
conceived immaculate without original sin. The Blessed 
Virgin, through Bernadette, had come to call sinners to a 
change of heart. Her message was a request for prayer and 
penance. — © Loyola Press 






